
PAGE 1

Adar/Nisan 5780                      MT. ZION CONGREGATION, Sioux Falls, South Dakota                                            March 2020

TIDINGS OF ZIONMt.
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From Student Rabbi
Jonathan Falco

Come in
costume—
Young and 

old!!

Please come to thePlease come to the
CongregationalCongregational

Celebration of Purim!Celebration of Purim!

Friday, Friday, 
March 6thMarch 6th

Monthly Family Potluck Shabbat Monthly Family Potluck Shabbat 
Dinner at 6:00 pmDinner at 6:00 pm

Service and Megillah readingService and Megillah reading
begins at 7:30 pmbegins at 7:30 pm

Oneg to followOneg to follow

Our tradition has much to off er in the way 
of comfort. For some, living a religious life 
– not just a Jewish life, but any religious 
life – provides a sense of structure. 
Life cycle events occur throughout life 

irrespective of one’s religious tradition; having that tradition 
and drawing upon its rituals serves to enrich these watershed 
moments and creates memories to look back on – for better or 
for worse. Our Jewish tradition presents us with a framework 
from which to approach and to accept some of life’s most 
trying times, acting as a source of comfort.

Confronting the death of a loved one and beginning the process 
of mourning is never easy. The feeling of loss is both universal 
and profound. Drawing upon the wisdom of our ancestors, 
Jewish tradition emphasizes the importance of both community 
and refl ection for the process of healing. Each of these two 
aspects are present in the Kaddish Yatom, also known as the 
Mourners Kaddish. Traditionally, the Kaddish is meant to 
be recited in the presence of a minyan, which is the quorum 
of ten Jewish adults gathered together in a prayer setting. 
This is an intentional stricture, for our sages understood the 
comforting power of community and its potential for spiritual 
healing in the context of experiencing loss. The frequency with 
which a mourner recites Kaddish also serves a function, its 
habitual recitation bringing with it a sense of familiarity and 
stability in what might otherwise be a time of uncertainty and 
vulnerability. 

The very words of the Kaddish lend themselves to the practice 
of reverential refl ection encouraged by the early process of 
mourning in Jewish settings. Rather than refl ecting on the 
personal life of the departed one, the mourner reciting Kaddish 
extols upon the glory of the Holy One and reaffi  rms God’s 
sovereignty in the world. It is a mitzvah to recite the Mourners 
Kaddish for a loved one, just as it is a mitzvah to stand tall, 
acknowledging God’s power for good in the face of tragedy. 
By championing this truth, and by striving to emulate God’s 
holiness in the world, we honor the cherished memory of those 
whom we have lost.

When we engage with the practices of our tradition, we have 
the potential to bring gre at meaning into our lives. Even at our 
most challenging of hours, the tools of our tradition can also be 
our instruments of nurture. Through this framework and these 
practices of old, we open a connection to our collective past, 
and from this connection, we draw strength.
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Visiting Groups to the Temple
Our congregation is served by a Student Rabbi who is 
available a limited number of weekends from September 
through May. We encourage your scheduling your 
Friday evening worship services visit only when the 
Student Rabbi is in residence. For Friday evening visits 
and/or in cases where other scheduling arrangements 
are needed, please call or email the President of the 
congregation who will assist you with scheduling.

DONATIONS TO MT. ZION
(January 10, 2020 - February 9, 2020)

Please send all Temple contributions to:
PO Box 756, Sioux Falls, SD 57101

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP

GENERAL FUND

For the Tu B’Shevat Seder from Marilyn & Dave 
Aronson

To the Congregation from an Anonymous Neighbor

REMEMBER TO SHOP THE MT. ZION SISTERHOOD 
GIFT SHOP FOR ALL OF YOUR JUDAICA NEEDS! 
CONTACT MATILDA OR JUDY TO ARRANGE AN 

APPOINTMENT OR A SPECIAL ORDER.

Matilda Oppenheimer (332-8404)
and Judy Lampert (339-3170)

INTERFAITH FORUM
on March 8th

On March 8 at 1:30-3:00, there will be an Interfaith 
Forum regarding  the Christian, Jewish, and Muslim

faiths at the Multicultural Center. Our Congregation’s 
President will represent our community.

Basics of Jewish Religion 
with Student Rabbi Jonathan 
Falco
A new discussion group with sessions open to Mt. 
Zion Congregation’s members and friends. There is no 
required reading, no homework, just an invitation to join 
Student Rabbi Falco for an introduction to topics such as 
the basics of Jewish theology, practice and culture. This 
group will meet immediately following Torah Study 
(approximately 12 noon - 1 pm) on the Saturdays of 
Jonathan’s March & April visits…March 7th & 21st; 
April 11th & 25th.

From the Congregation 
President...DaNiel Wood
Un anyo mas, un sehel mas
(Another year, another piece of 
wisdom),

We’ve moved on from the teens 
and into the twen  es. As with the phrase above, I hope 
we have all gained a bit of wisdom with the passing 
of another calendar year. This past year was full of 
milestones for Stephanie and me, including our fi rst 
trip to Israel. It’s hard to believe that it has been over 
two months since our visit. The sights, sounds, smells, 
and memories are as solidly etched in us as when they 
were experienced for the fi rst  me. We went on a 
Jewish Heritage Tour through Ayelet Tours, the same 
group that Hadassah books through. I’m not sure how 
to describe the trip, other than life changing. I had 
intended on wri  ng about it in this column, but there 
just isn’t enough space to do it jus  ce. Instead, I’ll make 
you an off er; we would be happy to speak to anyone 
interested, put on a group presenta  on (with many, 
many photographs), or perhaps a topic for a future Adult 
Educa  on.  Please let Stephanie or me know, and we’ll 
make it happen. 

I will leave you with a 
photograph from our 
trip. This is from the last 
evening of our two week 
journey from atop our 
hotel. Sunset over The 
City of Gold.

Seyas bendicho, seyas kontente
(May you be blessed, may you be content),

DaNiel
Ari’el Sfarád
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JOIN US!

MONTHLY TEMPLE FAMILY GAME TIME

Sunday, March 8th
1 pm to 4 pm (NOTE TIME CHANGE JUST FOR MARCH)

Temple Social Hall

Open to adults and children
Bring a snack or beverage for yourself and/or to share.

We will have Scrabble, Mah Jongg and decks of playing cards available.
Please bring your favorite game(s), too!
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March 6 - 8
(March 6: 1st Friday Shabbat Dinner & Purim)

March 20 - 22

April 8 - 12
(Wednesday, April 8th: Passover Seder;
Friday, April 10th: Shabbat Services)

April 24 -26

May 15 - 17
(Jonathan’s last visit of the 2019-20 academic year)

STUDENT RABBI’S 2020 SCHEDULE

Do a Mitzvah!
Most Friday afternoons (3:30 pm to approximately 5:30 pm), volunteers are 
needed to assist with Faith Temple Church’s food distribution at the Sioux Empire 
Fairgrounds. Please check the calendar in the monthly Tidings to make sure there 
is a food giveaway that Friday. Thanks to all who volunteer!

Oneg Shabbat Hosts Needed: Please Volunteer
Volunteers for Onegs are needed. Please let me know

if you are willing to help out. I prefer email
(Cathy.Ezrailson@usd.edu) but my cell is 281-773-5458. 

Thank you so much, 
Cathy Ezrailson

Help support the extraordinary works of 
Hadassah with a card or certifi cate!

Contact Cards & Certfi cates Chair Carol 
Rosenthal if you’d like to make a donation. 
There’s a card or certifi cate in every price 

range and for every occasion!!

Gail Klein, 
Chapter 
President

To view photos and video from 
the Centennial, letters and 

proclamations, go to
www.facebook.com/mz100.org/

NOTICE
As we enter into the winter season, please be aware that Friday 
evening services may be cancelled due to weather conditions.

If in doubt, check your emails on Friday afternoons before leaving
for Shabbat Services or call Dave (605-957-5223) or

Matilda (605-332-8404) to confi rm whether services will be held.

TIDINGS DEADLINE:
MARCH 10th

Remember to submit articles 
appropriate for the
April 2020 Tidings
To submit articles,

email them to:
carol@theprintersinc.com

Hosts for Student 
Rabbi Jonathan 
Falco’s Friday

and Saturday meals 
are needed.

Please contact
Bernice Schotten at

bescho@sio.midco.net
or 254-8434 and reserve

your favorite date. 

PLANT A TREE
IN ISRAEL!

Reforest Israel by planting 
trees in Israel through 

Hadassah/JNF, the Jewish 
National Fund.

The price of one tree is $18.

To purchase a tree, contact 
SHELLY ROSENBERG at

513-226-8651 or email her at
shellyrosenberglp

@gmail.com
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“Like”
South Dakotans

for Israel on 
Facebook:

www.facebook.com/SD4Israel

Join Us
at the Table!

Our potluck dinners have been 
a HUGE success. Everyone who 
comes says they are great and it’s 
reallly wonderful to get together 
and share a Shabbat meal.

The next Shabbat potluck 
dinner is March 6th at 6:00 
pm. Save April 3rd for the one 
after this month’s. We hope to 
see even more of our community 
there. Just bring a dish and join 
us.

This dinner is open to all 
families of the congregation. 
This dinner will occur every fi rst 
Friday of the month whether 
the Student Rabbi is in town or 
not. The dinner will conclude 
before services. Attendees are 
not required to go to services 
following the dinner but are 
certainly welcome to do so. 
Please put this on your calendar 
and join us. 

For more information, contact 
Stephen Rosenthal at

rosenthal.stephen@gmail.com
or call the Temple at 338-5454. 

The Temple is on Facebook and has a website!

Check it out and
“Like” us today!!

Remember to shop
at the Sisterhood

Gift Shop! 
Matilda Oppenheimer (332-8404)

and Judy Lampert (339-3170)

SISTERHOOD
GIFT SHOP

Shabbat Blessings: Lighting the Candles
The candles are lit before the blessing is recited.

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid'shanu b'mitzvotav, v'tzivanu 
l'hadlik ner shel Shabbat. 
Blessed are you, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe, who hallows us with 
mitzvot, commanding us to kindle the light of Shabbat.
Go to: http://www.reformjudaism.org/practice/prayers-blessings/shabbat-blessings-
upon-lighting-candles and download an MP3 fi le to listen to the candle blessings.



PAGE 6

Full itinerary and online registration: 
secure.ayelet.com/

L

THIS AMAZING  INCLUDES:
•

•

•

•

•

• Exploring Jerusalem’s 

• Touring 

•

 nights at the  Hotel,

2 nights at Kibbutz Hagoshrim,
Galilee

night  plu  late check out at
the Hotel, 

Breakfast daily

6 dinners & lunch

Arrival/departure transfers with
main group

Entrance fees & porterage per
itinerary

PRICING

Land Tour
Price Per Person

$4,

Early Bird Rate
Valid until $3,

Additional Cost for
Single Occupancy $

Airfare

Rates based on a minimum of 25 paying 
participants. Below 25, a small group 
supplement may apply. 

Contact Ayelet Tours for connecting 
800.237.1517

$600 DISCOUNT
through 3/2/20
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The Purim story presents us with a fascina  ng cast of characters. A misguided king, an evil adviser, a wise cousin behind the scenes, and the 
brave heroine who saves the day – there’s something for everyone in this tale. But it’s not just a story about people who may have lived long ago. 
These characters also show us  meless examples of ego, power, dignity, humility and bravery, and hold plenty of lessons for our modern lives.
AHASHVEROSH 
King of Persia (modern-day Iran). When his queen, Vash  , refuses to entertain guests at the king’s feast, he banishes her. Young women from 
throughout the kingdom are brought to the king to be considered, and Ahashverosh chooses Esther as his new queen.   
A powerful king, Ahashverosh expects everyone to obey him unques  oningly. When his queen, Vash  , refuses to appear at the king’s feast to 
show off  her beauty to his guests, he listens to his advisers and banishes her. When the king’s main adviser, Haman, tells the king that the Jews 
are disloyal (because they won’t bow to the king or Haman), he agrees to Haman’s plan to kill all the Jews. But in the end, Mordechai’s loyalty 
and Esther’s bravery help the king to see that it’s actually Haman who is more of a danger to the king. Ahashverosh allows the Jews to defend 
themselves from Haman’s soldiers, and orders Haman to be hung on the gallows intended for Mordechai.
VASHTI
Former queen of Persia (modern-day Iran). Vash   refuses to entertain guests at King Ahashverosh’s feast, and is banished.
While li  le is said in the Book of Esther about Vash  , there is much specula  on about her in later wri  ngs. Some early commentators suggested 
that she was wicked and vain. But more modern commentaries see Vash   as an independent-minded, courageous woman, protec  ng her dig-
nity and self-respect by refusing the king’s demands.
ESTHER
Hero of the Purim story. A young Jewish girl living in the capital city, Shushan, she is chosen by King Ahashverosh to be his new queen. She 
doesn’t tell him, however, that she is Jewish. Finally, when the lives of all the Jews of Persia are in danger, Esther reveals herself, and the king 
agrees to save the Jews in order to save his queen.
Esther is an icon of faith and bravery in Jewish tradi  on. When Mordechai asks her to go to the king and plead for her life, and the lives of all 
the Jews in Persia, she is terrifi ed, because to approach the king without an invita  on meant a possible death sentence. But she agrees to go, 
understanding that she is uniquely placed to be able to help. As Mordechai explains to her, “Perhaps you have become queen for just such a 
moment” (Esther 4:14).
MORDECHAI 
Esther’s cousin, who raised her a  er her parents died. He saves the king’s life when he overhears a plot against the king. Mordechai also incurs 
the wrath of Haman by refusing to bow to him, which leads Haman to plot to kill all the Jews of Persia.
Mordechai is considered a wise, humble and righteous man. He wants Esther to conceal her Jewishness when she fi rst becomes queen, to make 
sure she establishes a good rela  onship with the king, but then encourages her to reveal it at just the right moment to save her people. He saves 
the king’s life, not for a reward, but because it’s the right thing to do. And he refuses to bow down to Haman, maintaining his religious prac  ce 
even in the face of danger. At the end of the story, Mordechai is rewarded for his faith and wisdom.
HAMAN
The king’s vizier (chief adviser). Haman wants everyone in the kingdom to bow down to him, but Mordechai refuses. This leads Haman to decide 
to kill all the Jews, and he convinces the king to allow the plan. Only the interven  on of Esther prevents Haman from carrying out his plan, and 
Haman is instead hung on the gallows he had erected for Mordechai.
Haman is one of the most villainous characters in Jewish history. A greedy, vengeful, and vicious advisor to King Ahashverosh, he only seeks 
to increase his own wealth, power and infl uence (generally at the expense of everyone else around him). Haman is also said to be a direct de-
scendant of Agag, king of the Amalekites. The Amalekites a  acked the Israelites as they were leaving Egypt (see the Passover story), and have 
become symbolic of all the enemies of the Jewish people, so for Haman to be related to Agag connects him directly to centuries of violence and 
persecu  on of the Jews.
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POTLUCK  D INNER 6 :00  PMPOTLUCK  D INNER 6:00  PM
Friday, March 6, 2020

Friday, April 3, 2020

Friday, May 1, 2020

Friday, June 5, 2020

Remember 
birthdays, 

anniversaries, 
yahrzeits, 

memorials.
Please send your 

donations to:
Mt. Zion Temple

PO Box 756
Sioux Falls, SD 

57101

Mt. Zion Congregation
www.mtzionsf.com
14th St. & Duluth Ave.
PO Box 756
Sioux Falls, SD 57101-0756

President: ........................DaNiel Wood
Vice President: .......... Jennifer Dreiske
Treasurer: ......... Matilda Oppenheimer
Secretary: .................. Stephanie Wood
Board of Directors: ..... David Aronson

Charlie Fenster
Jacob Forstein
Peter Schotten

Daniel Weinstein
Past President: .......Mark Oppenheimer

Mt.
Zion

1919 2019



YAHRZEITS
All Yahrzeits that are observed Sunday through 
Saturday are read the Friday of that same week. 
If a Yahrzeit is not listed or you need information 
concerning Yahrzeits, please call Jan Forstein at 
332-3354. A Yahrzeit card and envelope will be 

sent to you to notify you of upcoming Yahrzeits. (If 
you do not receive your notifi cation, please contact 
Jan.) Also included with the notifi cation card is a 
donor envelope if you wish to make a donation to 

the Temple in memory of your loved one.

March 6th
Rose Friedman   
Laurence “Buddy” Horwitz  
Herman Eirinberg  
Etta Cohen 
Joseph Bleichfeld  
Louis Axelbaum

March 13th
Gertrude Barth Ehrlich   
Samuel Benshalom Schotten   
Sophia Samorodin 
Harry Broder   
Sylvia Hurvitz   
Minette Koplow   
Solomon Bailin   
Jean Klein 

March 20th
Clara Light   
Phillip Friedman   
Bernard Koplow   
Nellie G. Maregulies 
Isaac Levinson   
Morris Samorodin   
Loren Rea   
Mary Hurwitz   
Jake Luskey 
David Goodsite   
Paul Katz   
Goldie Frank 

March 27th
Abe Shafton   
Mayme Breslow   
Abraham Shapiro   
William L. Roth   
Nila Pitts 
David L. Rosenstein   
Myer Koplow

April 3rd
Louis Kuh   
Dora Rosenstein Zalman 
Eli Epstein   
David A. McClusky

Mt. Zion TempleMt. Zion Temple

Passover SederPassover Seder
Wednesday, April 8, 2020

6:00 p.m.  •  Mt. Zion Temple
Cost:  $20.00 (Adult Temple members); $40.00 (Adult Temple non-members);

$15.00 (college students); $10.00 (6-18 years old); No charge under 6 years of age

Please bring a Kosher for Passover dessert to share!

Payment should be sent to: Mt. Zion Passover Seder,
c/o Lorna Gallanter, 100 N. Duluth Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Reservations and payment by Wednesday, March 25, 2020

Email Matilda at mejoppen@sio.midco.net with questions or to volunteer.

Seder will be led by Student Rabbi Jonathan Falco

2020 Mt. Zion Passover Seder Reservation Form2020 Mt. Zion Passover Seder Reservation Form
Reservations and pre-payment are requested.

Include form WITH YOUR CHECK and send to:
Mt. Zion Passover Seder, c/o Lorna Gallanter, 100 N. Duluth Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Name: ___________________________________________________________________

 # of Adult Temple Members @$20 each: _____________________

 # of Adult Temple Non-Members @$40 each: _____________________

 # College Students @$15 each: _____________________

 # 6-18 years old @$10 each: _____________________

 # Under 6 years of age (no charge): _____________________

 DONATIONS GLADLY ACCEPTED AND APPRECIATED: _____________________

 Amount enclosed: _____________________

______   # of people able to help with Wednesday morning preparations (9am - 1pm Wed., April 8th)

______   I/We will bring a non-dairy Passover dessert to share for the Seder

RSVP BY FRIDAY, MARCH 25, 2020. Email mejoppen@sio.midco.net with any questions.

Anyone who feels
they cannot afford

these prices should pay 
what they can. The 

prices set are not meant 
to create any hardship, 
but intended to keep us 

fiscally responsible
to the Congregation.



SATURDAYSUNDAY FRIDAYTHURSDAYWEDNESDAYTUESDAYMONDAY

13 (Adar 18)

7:30 pm: Shabbat Service

Ki Tisa, Exod. 30:11-34:35
Haftarah: I Kings 18:1-39

Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm

27 (Nisan 3)

7:30 pm: Shabbat Service

P’kudei, Exod. 38:21-40:38
Haftarah: I Kings 7:51-8:21

Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm

20 (Adar 25)

7:30 pm: Shabbat Service
STUDENT RABBI FALCO

Va-yak’heil, Exod. 35:1-38:20
Haftarah: I Kings 7:40-50
Steve & Royce Hansman Anniv

Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm

7
10 am Torah Study

12 - 1 pm: Basics of Jewish 
Religion Class
7 pm: Adult Ed and 
Havdalah with St. Rabbi 
Falco (TENTATIVE)

14
10 am Torah Study

21
10 am Torah Study
12 - 1 pm: Basics of Jewish 
Religion Class
7 pm: Adult Ed and 
Havdalah with St. Rabbi 
Falco (TENTATIVE)
Leonard Gutnik Bday

28
10 am Torah Study

1110

TIDINGS
DEADLINE

98
Daylight Saving Time begins

1 - 4 pm: (NOTE TIME CHANGE)
Family Game Time
Temple Social Hall

1:30 - 3:30: Interfaith
Forum, MultiCult. Center

19

Mel Magidson Bday

18171615

Lillian Greenbaum Bday

313029

25

RSVP due for
Passover Seder

Deb Hicks Bday

24

Richard Hosen Bday

22
Temple Board Mtg
10:15 am
Social Hall

2

23

April 1

7:13 pm

7:22 pm

7:30 pm

12

26

4
Save-the-Date

PASSOVER SEDER
Wednesday, April 8th
See info in Tidings for
time, cost, and RSVP

4
10 am Torah Study

6 (Adar 11)

6:00 pm Shabbat Potluck Dinner
7:30 pm: Purim/Shabbat Service
STUDENT RABBI FALCO
Lorna Gallanter Bday
T’zaveh, Exod. 27:20-30:10
Haftarah: Ezekiel 43:10-27
Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm

Mt. Zion Congregation - March 2020

3 5

Shabbat times provided by Chabad.org/ShabbatTimes

3 (Nisan 10)

7:30 pm: Shabbat Service

Va-yikra, Lev. 1:1-5:26
Haftarah: Isaiah 43:21-44:23

Food Giveaway: 3:30 - 5 pm

7:39 pm

2

JoLea Gutnik Bday

1

A reminder that proper attire should 
be worn when participating in 

services at Mt. Zion Temple. Your 
cooperation with this matter is 

greatly appreciated.

6:05 pm
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